
Confluence Project Maya Lin

The Confluence Project, featuring artwork by artist Maya Lin, will be located in Washington state at four

sites along key confluences of the Columbia River. The goal is to create interpretive work at each site that

will act as a catalyst for awareness of the way we treat each other and the way we treat the earth. Lin’s work

may include building and landscape designs as well as integrated artwork.

The project is scheduled for completion in 2005, in conjunction with the bicentennial commemoration of

the Lewis and Clark Expedition. We invite you to learn more about the Confluence Project and join us in

making it a reality.
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Opt for email

If you want to do your part for the environment and

save on Confluence Project postage, you can

choose to receive future newsletters by email.

If you have friends and colleagues who would like

to learn about the Confluence Project, send us

their names, postal and/or email addresses and

we will respond to them.

Email the editor at Info@ConfluenceProject.org.

Confluence Project

Editor’s note

Welcome to the first issue

of the Confluence Project

newsletter. In this and future

issues, we will provide the

inside story on project

developments and progress.

It’s a story that promises to

be exciting. This is an

opportunity for you to

observe one of the most

renowned contemporary

artists in the world create

artworks of historic national

and global significance.

And you can do more than

observe. As public art, the

project’s ownership belongs

to you. In this newsletter,

you’ll learn how you can

participate. Tell your friends.

Support the Confluence

Project!
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From the director, Jane Jacobsen

Recently I spoke with Maya Lin in Colorado where

she and her family spend each summer. It’s an

escape from New York, but Maya doesn’t leave her

work behind. She told me that the Confluence

Project occupies her creative time while she looks

forward to her second visit to the project sites.

Along with those of you who have been a part of

the project since Maya’s first visit in April–or even

longer—I marvel at how much has already been

accomplished. While we are about to finalize the

contract with Maya, the project team, which also

met for the first time in April, has made great

progress.

This work, which will have a tremendous and long-

lasting impact on our future, today requires a

remarkable effort by talented and diverse individuals

and organizations. In addition to our Board of

Directors and Advisory Board, landscape architects,

engineers, attorneys, writers and graphic designers

are providing their time and expertise to make the

Confluence Project a reality.

Your support is just as key to its success. But what

a great opportunity for each of us as well! In 2005,

when the first visitors experience the impact of the

Confluence Project, imagine the sense of pride we

will feel having played a vital role in its creation.

Yes, it’s an enormous task, but with enormous

rewards for the entire Northwest.



Maya Lin

“I create places in which to think, without trying to dictate

what to think. A strong respect and love for the land exists

throughout my work.”  —Maya Lin

Confluence Project

Interpretive Artwork to Reflect the People and Environment of the Columbia River Basin

Confluence Project grassroots vision
features many firsts

An unprecedented convergence of talent and commitment

provide the focus for perhaps the most exciting public art

project in the Pacific Northwest. The Confluence Project will

enable the creation of four public artworks designed by artist

Maya Lin.

All four Washington sites mark important confluences of

rivers and ecosystems as well as Native American and Euro-

American cultures. The project goal is to create an interpretive

work at each site that will act as a catalyst for awareness

of the way we treat the earth and each other. Scheduled for

completion in 2005, the project is tied to the Lewis and

Clark bicentennial.

Also unprecedented is the collaboration of the Umatilla

Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Lewis and Clark

Commemorative Committee of Vancouver/Clark County and

the Friends of Lewis and Clark of Pacific County. Each group

independently envisioned a site along the Columbia River that

would inspire reflection on the cultural and environmental

legacies of the Lewis and Clark expedition. Before coming

together, the groups had also each identified Lin as the artist

they wanted to design the project.

The project will also be a first for Lin—the first time she designs

a unified work that will exist in multiple sites.

Three years from this summer, about the same duration of

Lewis and Clark’s journey, the Confluence Project’s grassroots

vision will be realized.

Confluence of Snake and Columbia Rivers
Umatilla Homelands, Pasco, Washington
Photo by Asahel Curtis, c. 1890
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Bicentenial Circle funding introduced

An inspired philanthropist who envisions a group of 200

individuals and foundations pledging $15,000 annually

for five years has founded the Confluence Project
Bicentennial Circle.

The Circle’s objective is to help reach a major portion of the

project’s $20 million fund-raising goal from the private sector,

and provide a steady stream of funding for the project’s

duration through the end of the Lewis and Clark bicentennial

in 2006.

Public support from a combination of local, state and federal

sources will also contribute to the project’s success.

The Confluence Project welcomes donations at all levels.

If you would like to join the Bicentennial Circle or want to

learn more about other donor and volunteer opportunities,

email Jane Jacobsen at Jane@ConfluenceProject.org or

call 360 693-0123.
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“It will be as if we are holding up a

mirror to the Lewis and Clark story.”

—Artist Maya Lin, on the

Confluence Project and its

proposed interpretive sites

along the Columbia River

Maya Lin gets a
Washington welcome

“O! how horrible is this day … the

wind being so high the party were

unable to proceed. …”  “Some rain

all the last night, this morning it

increased with the wind. …”

Just another spring day in

the Northwest?

Although the quotes are entries

from Lewis and Clark’s journals,

they also describe the April

day when Maya Lin made her

first visit to the Confluence sites,

lurching and bumping above

the Columbia River in a small

private plane.

Founding principal of

architectural firm Jones and

Jones, Johnpaul Jones, who

accompanied Lin on the flight,

said she asked the pilot to

re-circle the confluence of the

Snake and Columbia Rivers.

“Maya commented that the land

had been greatly altered since

Lewis and Clark’s journey,” Jones

said. “Then she said, ‘Look at

those big, gray clouds. The rivers

have been altered so much … it’s

raining so hard. …  At least the

weather is still the same!’”
“What will the sites be like?”

That’s the question on everyone’s mind, including Maya Lin’s.

Currently deep in the research that is always integral to her creative

process, Lin knows this about the answer: the sites will be about

making the future a better place and generating a response from

each viewer. This will be accomplished through Lin’s design of

several artworks, which may be integrated with building architecture

and landscape design.

Ideally, the results of public response to the Confluence Project

will improve the Northwest culturally and environmentally. Based

Storied career leads to current work

In addition to the Confluence Project, Maya Lin is currently working

on the Extinction Project, her many-sited, global memorial to extinct

species. This project, which she intends to be her last memorial, begins

with her commission to create environmental art in Yellowstone National

Park by returning Old Faithful to its natural setting.

Lin’s award-winning career began twenty years ago when, as a 21-

year-old Yale architecture student, she entered the largest design

competition in the United States. Her entry became her first, and

perhaps most famous, commission: the Vietnam Veterans Memorial

(Washington, D.C., 1982).

Lin continues to create socially and environmentally motivated works

of art and is known for presenting facts to allow viewers their own

interpretation. In Lin’s words, “I create places in which to think, without

trying to dictate what to think.”

Since setting up a small studio in New York in 1987, Lin has been

highly acclaimed by both critics and the public. Her works include:

Vietnam Veterans Memorial
Washington, D.C.

Civil Rights Memorial
Montgomery, Ala.

Women’s Table
New Haven, Conn.

Groundswell
Columbus, Ohio

Wave Field
Ann Arbor, Mich.

The Museum for African Art
New York, N.Y.

Asian/Pacific/American
Studies Institute
NYU, New York, N.Y.

Langston Hughes Library
Haley Farm

Clinton, Tenn.

Vietnam Veterans Memorial,

Maya Lin, 1982
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Holding up a mirror

A recent New Yorker article profiling Maya Lin described her gift—

knowing in advance how people will react to her art. For instance,

she knew that visitors to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial would

find it impossible not to touch the names chiseled into the wall.

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial, Lin’s first commission, foreshadowed

a portfolio of works public and private, intimate and emotional,

interactive and reactive.

Lin’s gift, along with her mirror analogy in the above quote, reminds

us that the Confluence Project will be at once personal and

insightful, designed to generate a response from

each visitor.

Nature and landscape influence and inspire Lin, evidenced by a

respect and love for the land flowing throughout her life’s work.

Lewis and Clark’s journals chronicled their own delight in and awe

of the western landscape as they cataloged 122 animals and 178

trees and plants on their journey.

Whether Lin’s setting is indoors or out, the natural landscape

remains key. In addition, her concern for environmental issues is

seen through her use of recycled, living or natural materials with

a focus on sustainable solutions and site-sensitive designs.

Lin’s work on the Confluence Project promises to hold up a mirror

to reflect both the past and the future.
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on Lin’s previous work, such as the Vietnam Veterans Memorial and

the Civil Rights Memorial, you can expect the Confluence Project to

make a positive impact in its broad appeal.

One of the next important steps of Lin’s creative process will be her

return visit to Washington in September. “She looks forward to coming

back and absorbing the presence of each site,”  said Jane Jacobsen,

project director.

The project timeline targets completion of the artist’s sketches in

January 2003.

Recommended Reading List

Whether your interest in the Confluence Project is tied to the Lewis

and Clark bicentennial, Native Americans, habitat restoration, economic

development, public art and architecture or history, you can probably

find many well-written books on your topic of choice. From Maya

Lin’s collection of writings about her work to Stephen Ambrose’s

biography of Meriwether Lewis, here is a sample of some of the best

readings available.

Boundaries Maya Lin

Undaunted Courage: Meriwether Stephen Ambrose
Lewis, Thomas Jefferson, and the
Opening of the American West

Historical Atlas of the Pacific Derek Hayes
Northwest

The Good Rain Timothy Egan

Voyage of a Summer Sun: Robin Cody
Canoeing the Columbia River

Umbrella Guide to Exploring the Sharlene Nelson and
Columbia-Snake River Inland Ted Nelson
Waterway

My Story as Told by Water David James Duncan

Wave Field, Maya Lin, 1994

Antone Minthorn
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Diverse people, interests unite in
multifaceted project

The Confluence Project engages diverse areas of interest and

people—its impacts are political, economic, historic, artistic,

architectural, educational and environmental.

With tens, or perhaps hundreds, of thousands of people

expected to visit each project site annually, residents of

surrounding rural communities can look forward to a positive

economic effect. The four sites are among the most economically

hard hit within the Northwest region and are often underserved

by heritage and cultural betterment programs.

Along with Lewis and Clark organizations in Vancouver and

Pacific County, the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla, the

Nez Perce Tribe, the Chinook Tribe and the Cowlitz Tribe want

to ensure the project represents Native American perspectives

and that educational opportunities involve American Indians.

All four sites are at or near homelands of the Nez Perce, Cowlitz,

the Chinook Nation and the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla.

Lewis and Clark bicentennial given national recognition

Legislators from Washington and Oregon are united in their efforts to

cast the national spotlight on the Northwest during the bicentennial

commemoration of the Lewis and Clark Expedition.

Senators Patty Murray, D-Wash., Maria Cantwell, D-Wash., Gordon

Smith, R-Ore., Ron Wyden, D-Ore., and the entire delegation of

Northwest representatives are all working to establish recognition for

the bicentennial in conjunction with a Northwest heritage tied to the

Corps of Discovery.

 In April, the House Resources Committee passed legislation, authored

by U.S. Reps. Brian Baird, D-Wash., and David Wu, D-Ore., to expand

Ft. Clatsop, Ore., and commission a study to determine whether land

in Washington state can be included in official designations of the

expedition’s journey.

“This way, we can be sure that Southwest Washington will benefit

from the economic development that comes with tourist dollars. The

bill will also ensure that visitors see the Pacific Ocean from the

Washington side of the river, just the way the Corps of Discovery did,”

Baird said.

"This legislation is an important step in recognizing the bicentennial,”

Cantwell said. “I'm glad that several Lewis and Clark sites—both on

the Washington and Oregon sides of the Columbia River—will allow

visitors to take in the same views that the Corps of Discovery did 200

years ago."

Confluence Project director Jane Jacobsen credited the legislators for

working together to make the bicentennial a national event. “These

people are doing a great job. We appreciate their hard work in achieving

national attention for our important Northwest heritage,” she said.


